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Ma&ch Racing by Hugh Marriott

‘Match racing’ is an accepted part of the
US 'scene. For the Congressional Cup,
4+ " invite a dozen or so.top helmsmen
$ h their crews), and race thcm off in
pairs over short. Qympnc eourses. So,

for every race there is oné winner, and-

one loser. At the énd of the Weekend
you count up how ? ny_times, you ve
scored to see who is Top- Dog. -

In Britain the custom has been 1o get
the nearly-abke Contessa 32s onto the
water in the Sprmg, and hold out, own
maich-racing series. This spnng, there
were 10 racing in the British”Match-
Racing Champlonshlp for. ‘the Royal
Lymingion Cup. Pette Petterson was the

one mvned guest. from overseas, “and
contesiants” included’ ohn™ OQakeley,

helmsman desngna(e for the British 12

metre  challenge. - “Again it was in
Contessa 32s, though the hope is for a
future of more closely matched yachts
with a possnble switch over to the Jeremy
Rogers” Offshore One Design.

Match racmg isa different game than
ordinary rdcing (As
MARRIOTT here writes, .
Royal Lymington Yacht- Club predicted,

zre were a shower of protests asyachts ,'

*-.ftangled with each other, without the

HUGH,
.) As the

fear of any third party sailing through in
clear wind. Competitors, on stepping
aboard their yachts for the first time,
found there a rule book pad and pencrl
wamﬂg “for, them.

intimate knowlcdge of the rules is
clearly 'a primary requm:mem for
anyone about to indulge in hand-to-
hand sailing. But so is a mind that-is
quick enough and flexible enough to
adapl the rules to this pamcular kind of
racing.

For’ example, in match-racing it
doesn’t matter how slowly you go round
the coprse, so long as you are ahead of
your smgle opponent, H doesn’t matter
how far. you, deviate from the. shortest
route, so long as your oppom:m de\nates
further, It doesn’t. matier how late over
the line. you are, $0 lopg’ as your
opponem is either later or in an inferior
position. In malch-racmg tactics “are
purer than in ordinary racing because of
the lack of other boats to confuse the
issue.

Before last year’s Admirals Cup,-the
British team was briefed to avoid getting
into the kind. of, close-quane:s situation
which could, tesultin_ protests. Afier
wmmng, they acknowledged that this

L

advice was contributory to their success.
h is an interesting reflection that in the

‘Royal Lymington Cup both Jeremy

Rogers and Robin Aisher shyed away
from pre-start skirmishes and lost out
badly as a result. In match -racing you
have to mix it.

“The way the R_oyal Lymmgton Cup is
organised, the time to start mixing it is at’
the fi ve—mmute gun. (In the America’s
Cup, it-is ten minutes before the start).’
Here’s how it works. The competition is
split up into nine rounds. In Round I,

'compemor A meets compemor B C

meets D, and so on. By the end of
Round 9, each competitor will have
salled one match against eacﬁ of the

Ajl ten boats have copies of the
running order. This directs that m cach
match one boat is assigned’ 10 ° ‘the’
starboard end of the line and the other
must remain at the port end unul their
five-minute gun.

When the gun goes, the first pair come
charging together from opposne ends of
the line. For them, the racing has
already begun. Their startjng_signal ‘is
the fi ve-mmute gun for the ‘mext pair
who, in their turn, come (ogether >

The tiny course consists of a 20
minute windward leg, a run back to the
leeward mark posmoned 8 couple of
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hundred yards downwind of the start
line, followed by a short beat back to the
_line. Competitors on the downwind leg
must go round the start line. The last
pair should bé safely on their way before
the first pair cross the finishing line.

For the competitors, each maich has
seven distinct phases: the pre-start, the
windward leg, the windward mark, the
downwind leg, the start line (which has
to be left to port or starboard), the
leeward mark, and the final beat.

But in more than 90 per cent of the
malches, the pre-start determines the
winner The classic manoeuvre is to get
on to your opponem s tail. In this way,
you can either drive him away from the
line, choosing your own moment to turn
and make a break for it (diagram 1). Or
you can drive him over the line before
the gun, crossing early yourself as well
but choosing your own moment to turn
and recross (diagram 2). Or you may be
able to push him over without crossing
early yourself.

The theory is simple: the leading boat
cannot tack, because you can tuck you
bow up to weather of him as soon as he
tries to do so. He is not allowed to luff
further than head-to-wind, so he must

either sit there, sails flapping, or fall

back on to the original tack (diagram 3).
If he tries to bear away he finds you to
leeward of him preventing him from
coming round any further. Once you
have him head-to-wind, you can
yourself come round on to the other
tack, leaving him wallowing on vour
weather quarter.

In practice it is not so easy, not only
because of the very precise judgement
which i needed, but also because of the
physical limitations of the boats and the
crew.

Visualise the scene when the five-
minuté signal goes. Two boats reach in
towards one another, one on port, the
other on starboard. The starboard tack
boat must hold its course, while the
other can either pass to leeward and tack
on 10 his stern, or pass to windward and
gybe round. Whichever course the port
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tack boat chooses, the other will  weather of the second day and lost_so

promptly take avoiding action by gybing
or tacking. And so beging the circling
game, like a Battle of Britain dogfighi.
Tack gybe tack gybe tack gybe. At the
Royal Lymington Cup prize giving.
winner Harold Cudmore made crewman
Butch Dalrymple-Smith display his raw
hands to the unsympathetic crowd.

If the endurance of the crew is one of
the limiting factors, the other is the
ability of the boats to react. In the Royal
Lymington Cup, Contessa 32s have been
used for four years running. These quite
heavy displacement cruiser/racers are
not what anyone would call nippy, and
they carry their way for a goodish
distance. This makes it fairly difficult to
eescape from the clutches of an opponent
whose pulpit is hovering over the back
of your neck. The standing ploy in this
situation is to let your sheets fiy withoun
warning in thé hopes that the boat will
stop suddenly while your opponent, in
order 10 avoid hitting you, has to go

careering past on one side or the other.

This year is seemed as if the reactions of
the crews were fast while the Contessas
exhibited their usual reluclance to stop
once in motion.

Position changes occurred more often
as a result of a mistake on the part of
one of the crews than because of a
particularly successful manoeuvre. Of
course, it can be argued that in any race
the winner is the one who made the
fewest mistakes. But it is a characteristic
of match-racing that the smallest and
most short-lived of errors can send you
from the front of the fleet to the back
between breathing out and breathing in.

In general, once the two boats have
crossed the start line, .the one in front
has such a clear advantage that it is
unlikely the other will be able to
overtake. Even windshifts don’t really

help, because the leading boat can

always reap the benefit first. On the
windward Jeg, all the trailing boat can do
is to force a mistake by instituting a
tacking’ duel. F ireball national champion
Lawrie Smith did ‘this in the light

much way by double tacking tha
dropped even further back.

Light airs magnify the problems of
match-racing, just as they do in ordinary
racing. In a strong wind a boat can be
sailed at less than its optimum efficiency
and still travel at hull speed. And this is
what happened on.the first day of the
Royal Lymington Cup when the wind
blew 30 knots at times. Although this
detracted from some of thefinesse of
this' fascinating sport, it made an
exciting spectacle of it for the spectators.

This is one facet of match-racing
about which there are many conflicting
opinions. Should jt be promoted as a
spectator.sport? Qbviously it is an ideal,
and perhaps the only, form of yacht
racing to watch because the course is so
compact, all the marks are in sight, lots
happpening on different parts of the
course at the same time, it is easy to see
who is winning, and it is more or less
certain that the one who is winning is
doing so by sheer skill rather Lhan
because he has a better boat.

On the other hand, spectator b
can be a liability on ‘the course, however
intelligently they are handled. .Phil
Crebbin, twice winner of this event,
discovered 'this the hard way when he
approached the windward mark -just

.ahead and to leeward of Jack Knights.
-His idea was to stand on past the mark

instead of bearing away and hoisting the
spinnaker (diagram 4), hoping by doing
50 to catch Knights unawares perhaps
with his genoa eased out.prematurely or
even with his spinnaker half up.
However, he found his path blocked by
a television camera boat and a motor
launch loaded with ‘enthusiastic
spectators. Both :boats were ‘neatly
parked to weather of the mark, leaving
the contestants with plenty of room to

round the buoy — but not .with a clear

way ahead. Crehbin calied out agitatedly
to the launches to get out of the way,

and thus alerted Knights (o the dange?

The downwind leg theoretically givés
an' advantage to the following boat T
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long as it is not too far behind, although
the way things worked out the Royal
Lymingion Cup this year the advantage
was more theoretical than real. The
villain was the cross-tide which
sometimes turned the leg into a reach,
and when that happened a procession
was inevitable. There were incidents,

* though, that were worth noting. Chris

Law, bearing down on Cudmore from
behind and to weather, was attempting
1o get past when Cudmore luffed” so
forcefully that, even though Law’s
spinnaker touched Cudmore’s pole, the
boats continued to come together until
they collided. Moral: go round the other
way (or, don’t get too close to
Cudmore).

In the 1977 competition Phil Crebbin
slid past George Tinley in a really
masterly way. Starting from a long way
behind because of a spinnaker snarl-up
at the windward mark, Crebbin
gradually closed the distance until he
was close to Tinley’s weather quarter.
(See diagram 5). Then, instead of trying

rry on past and face the certainty of

‘n & luffed, he suddenly bore away to
overtake 1o leeward, running by the lee
and relying on clear air and his
momentum to carry him through. Tinley
was forced to gybe, but by the time this
manoeuvre was complete, Crebbin was
through and still on starboard.

iNothing like that happened this vear.
although Oakeley overtook Lawrie
Smith In an interesting way. The sailing
instructions stated that boats should not

starting or finishing, allowing the
competitors to decide for themselves on
which side to pass it. Everyone had been
leaving it to port. But in a failing wind
and ebbing tide Oakeleyv forced Smith up
to the Committee Boat end of the line
(diagram 6) and pushed him round it.
He himself gybed, reached down to the
other end, gybed back and broad
reached up to the mark with good
boatspeed. Smith had no option but to
sag down on to the mark on a dead run
with practically no apparent wind.
Oakeley got there first.

John-O was better than Smith at
playing high-speed chess, indicating that
experience counts for a lot. Harry
Cudmore proved to be better than John-
O, though it is not clear whether this was
due to 30 days of reading up about
match racing tactics during the final leg
of the Whitbread Round The World
Race, as he claimed, or to the
conspicuous presence in the cockpit of
tactician Andy Rose who, a couple of
months before (and the vear before that)
had stood beside Noel Robins in the
Congressional Cup at Long Beach as
well as advising on tactics aboard
‘Australia’ in the America’s Cup.

What is beyond doubt is that maich-
racing is a game for quick thinkers, and
for those who do their homework. Chris
Law, after the Royal Lymington Cup,
said that when he next comes to the start
line in his Finn, he'll know the rules for
the first time,

Something else that is certain is that
each year the edge of the competition is

even -keener than the time before.
Maich-racing is now a fairly taut affair,
and it has become of considerable
importance that the organisation is
impeccable. It is also more vital that all
the boats really are evenly-maiched
(like, identical). The Royal Lymington
Yacht Club went to great lengths to
ensure that they were, but when all’s
said and done, Contessa 32s are not a
one-design class, and inevitably there are
minor variations from boat to boat.
Next year it is on the cards that the
new Offshore One-Design 34s will be
used, and this should come in line with
the general trend of sharpening up. It
will also demand even speedier thought
processes from the helmsmen, and make
the racing faster and even more
spectacular than it is already.

- 1978

- 2nd Pelle Petterson

-7th Robin Aisher
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Ist Harold Cudmore
2nd John Oakeley
2nd Phil Crebbin

2nd Peter Bruce
3rd Lawrie Smith
4th Jack Knights
5th Chris Law

6th Jeremy Rogers

pass through the start line except when
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