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. OAKELEY IS
. UP AGAINST
TROUBLE

JOHN OAKELEY, nomi-

nated skipper of the .

12 - metre Lionheart,
Britain's pew contender for
mext year's America’s Cup
" challenge series, will this
weekend  be competing

against some of the world’s |

" leading matchracing ex-
perts, writes Tony Falr-
child.

Oakeley. joint second in -last
yeai's -event, is one of eight
muted helmsmen taking part
‘in the fifth British Match Rac-
un,, Championship, which begins

in the Solent today amd 1is,
scheduled - {0 continue until”’

Sunday. :
Bun: by the Royal Lymimng
1Y C, the series requires eac
the gight helmsmen to race
agamst their seven rivals over
shart, &
windwakd leg courses—this year
for the first fime in new Oﬁshore
One Design 34s. :
The Lvmingion event demands
the same skills.as the America’s

first test in the first race against

nominated helmsman of the 12
metre yacht, France 11, for next
! year's America’s Cup. ;

Two experts

Perhaps the most interesting
draw, although vofortunate since
it comes i the first round, is that

- which brings together the two’

American matchrace = experis,
Dernis Durgan and Dick Deaver,
! undoubtedly the two favourites
—although if yesterday’s stron
lmndc continye, they may fin
i conditions difficult.

Durgan and Deaver were win-

ner and runpner-up respecuvely
earlier this year of the American
Congressional » Cup, staged in
{ California, and the event on
which the Lymington Cup is
i based.
i  Deaver, a previous wianer of
the Congressional Cup alse won
the French eguivalent in 1978,
beating in the process the
_Irishman Harold Cudmore, who
i4s  the ddendzng dlampmn at
Lymington,

The series alse includes the
Swede, Pele Pettersoun, another
‘skipper of an America’s Cup
contender who last vear, finished
jeint runner-up at Lymington
‘wnth Oakeley, Lt-Commander
;Peter Bruce “and Phil Crebbm.
 the lemineton Cup winner in

RND DRAW. — B. Trouble
A : Lt-Commander

Brure
(ireland) v_FP. Pelterson (Swedeay, D.
Uwprgan (US) v D. Deaver (US),

winward - leeward -

Cup and Ozkeley will have his.

the Frenchman, Brumo ‘Trouble,"
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Dick Deaver, He ﬁmshed first
iin all four races. - .
Deaver, twice the winner and
 this year ronner-up in the Con-
gressional Cup—the American
eqitivalent ‘of the ‘Solent event
—met strongest opposmou from
his compatrigt Dennjs-Durgan.

i
4

Ylodged four - pm«esis

. Deaver was out-manoeuveed. at
the start of their race by Durgan,
who earlier this ypar wop the
[hngresswmal Cup “But Beaver'
deverly nosed ahead.on the first
weather leg and went.on to win-
his first race for the Rayal
Lymington Cup, by one min 14
SECS.
¥n -his subsequent races, Daa\ver
beat Harold Cudmaore, last year's
winner of the Lymingion.Cup,
the Frenchman Bruno Trouble
and--then finished lmin T2sec
ahead ‘of . John Oakeley, skipper
of hte 12-metre Lionheart, the
néw British™ cont dor- next:
year's America’s Cum chalenpe
series, -
Unhappy day- .
Oakeley had an worhaopy :first:
day. He squandered his first race
.course,

-| by sailing an incortect
| fmished

behind Durgan -and
Deaver and was :credited with
only one . win; and _.he then
three
against -Deavert ¥

Oakley won one ‘af | h:s pm-
tests against” Deaver, for a pert
and. . starboard incident. just
‘before the. start, and. the other
two agamsl the American were

But the Ruyal Lvmmgton, the
organisers of the event, w  ere

last night. ewaiting the outcome
of several” other protests

Apart from strong tides, the
conditions  were = excelient—a
force 34 ‘westerly and _mainty
sunshine—but  several- = hopes
were dashed, including thase of
Fhil - Crebbm twice the winner
of the meangton Cup.

came off the water.

mhhout a vxctory to his aredit—,
spinnaker problems costing him
dearly. Only Trouble and Cud-
more, who finished the day with
three victories, seemed likely bo
challenge - Deaver for overan
success in today’s contests, -

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

3 B. Trouble (Fi b
O‘kﬁe\‘ (dtxﬂ. P. Bru:' DM) o
‘ll'ﬂ';lh (S\:'led )} 1-0:

! D. D«
bt D. Durgan (U5) 1-14. eaver US)

RD.
'l‘mubln bt Pettcrson Dore
Grebbin_ 2-43; Deaver bt Cudmo':.'e 1.6
‘in; D rocs bt oraofl 023

Onloals 4-0)7 Deaver b

Trouble ‘I-alx Cudmara bt Crobbin -0-67‘
4th RD.—Pétterson b Durpan  1-8)
Oakejey bt Demvor 1sg): Cudmare - bt
Dnlf-'? 1-20; S'anbiv *bt Crebbin D-42.

ie,

Cudmore, - Bruce, Duroan,
"’Oalaeley, 2, 41 .Pe-rterm 1, 71 Crebbin

| DeaVer shows the way
it w1th four flrsts

By TON'Y FAIRCHILD

] OU‘I'STANDmG helmsman on_yesterday’s first day in
~ the Solent of an absorbing 5th British match-
raising championship, was unquesnona’bly the Ame.ncan

i

v
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-sailmaker

match-race competitor when
he won the Royal Lymington
Cup with slx wins out of seven
starts on l;he Western Solent.

Deaver ‘was headed &CTOSS
{the finigh
Britain's
happened <during the first
group of heats when the
easterly wind dled as the flood
tide strengthened end pleces
changed radically.

Later, Deaver lodged 'a
suzeessful protest ‘against
Trebbin, for a pre-start foul.

John Oakley, ekipper of

Britain’s America’s Cun chal-

lenzer Lionheart, narrowly beat
Irelend's Harold Cudmore in
‘the -final . heat of the series to
win through to-second place
overall.

Oeakley was undefeated durlng

the~-day, beeting S wedeus
America’a Cup skipper Pelle

only 1ce—Dby
Phil Crebbin. This:

DICK DEAVER CLEANS UP

'CAL]FORNI.AN’
| 'Dick  Deaver reinforced his
reputation as the world’s best

by JACK KMIGHTS

Petterson, Phll Crebbin and
finally Cudmor

r Cudmore had ‘beaten Oakley
on a protest to win this event

last year.
Dick Deaver, 47 years old,

‘has already won <he premler

Amerijcan. match - race  serles
twice and last year ‘he won
the comparable ench event
when it wes held for the first
Th was . his frst
appearnnce at Lymington.

Mateh - racing - takes  place
between palrs of boats and for
this event elght -ldentical
examples- of the new 00D 34
were drawn -for by eight
speclally-invited helmsmen.
OVA}. LYMINGTON cuvvmck

3: Peler Bruoe GB.), 3 8:
:Pd.le Peterson (Sweden), 2 wlns 1
Crebbin (G.B.), no wins, 8. _




