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THE ROYAL LYMINGTON CUP match racing cham-
plonship was won for the third year running by Harold
Cudmore of Ireland racing boat-for-boat against our
top helmsmen.

This annual event Is organised by the Royal
Lymington Yacht Club and Is probably the most
decisive test of Iindividual racing helmsmanship. In a
sense, It Is a knock-out contest.

Akin to the America’s Cup type racing, our
challenge team members tend to measure thelr own
performance by It.

Cudmore is the favoured helm- for the Victory
Syndicate’s British challenge for the 1983 America’s
Cup races. ft Is significant that he defeated John
Oakeley and Lawrle Smith, the helmsmen of our last
Lionheart challenge; and he had defeated Oakeley
previously. With three successlive victorles he is an
undisputed master.

But disputes marred an event which was curtaiied
by the weather. The irlshman won six out of seven
races. He remarked afterwards that disputes stem
from an inadequate knowledge of the rules.
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TO A THIRD WIN'

by nearly perfect conditions but only one race was
held on the Saturday, owing to a big swell, and any
racing on the Sunday was out of the question with
Force 7 gales. : : -

Deserving commendation were Mike Holmes and
Eddle Warden Owen, both accustomed to dinghy
racing rather than these larger keel boats; an -
Lymington nurseryman George Tinley, who gaiiantly
stepped In when former winner Phil Crebbin had to cry
oft at the last minute with a wrist injury. George
recorded four wins to flnish In fourth place.

‘The event was organised by RLYC Rear-Comme-
dore Mrs. Elieen Caulcutt and her committee and the
cup was presented by the commodore’s wife, Mrs.
Angela Woods. .

Resuits: 1, Cudmore with six points; 2, John
Oakeley jointly with Robin Morgan, American west
coast champlon and Congresslonal Cup winner, both
with flve points; 4, Tinley with four points; 5, Lawrle
Smith and David Howiett with three polnts eﬂual; 7,
Eddie Warden Owen with two points; 8, Mike Holmes
with no polnts. k

¥, ?:‘?. Invited to take part.

' Those first two days of match racing were favoured The %-ton match race serles organised by the
- - ==em British Level Rating Assoclatlon oft Hlllhead buoy witi
- -',‘% aced on May 31 and June 14. Twelve Y:-tonners
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% - Royal Lymington cup

Harold Cudmore retained the Royal
Lymington Cup match racing
; championship whén competing against
invited top helmsmen in three days’
i racing, using OOD_ 34's loaned by

their OWners. Runner-up was | |
4 American, Robin Morgan. The first
day’s racing in the Solent, and the|:

next day’s m Christchurch Bay, took
place in nigh-perfect conditions, but
only one race was held on Saturday
owing to a big swell — and any|
racing on .Sunday was out of the
question with force 7 gales. Irishman
Cudmore, nominated as a helmsman |
fo_r the proposed new 12-metre
Victory, .won . by handsome [-minute
margins during the first day’s four
races, but as the other crews and
helmsmen got used to the loan boats,
so Cudmore’s margins were reduced to
a few seconds on the seeond day. His
only defeat came from the hands of
Olympgc helmsman David Howlett.
Deserving commendations were Mike
Holmes and Eddie Warden Owen,
who are accustomed to racing dinghies
a8 opposed to these larger boats —
and to Lymington nurseryman George
Tinley who gallantly stepped in when
former winner Phil Crebbin had to
cry off at the last minute with a wrist
injury. George recorded four wins to
finish in fourth place. Despite one or
two lively and acrimonious protest
meetings during the three days,
RL.Y.C. rear-commodore Mrs. Eileen
Cauleutt and her committee organised
the event with their customary
efficiency.  Overall awards ' were
presented by the commodore’s. wife,
Mrs. Angela Woods: 1, Cudmore, 6
points; 2, Morgan and Oakeley, 4;
Tinley, 4; 5, Smith, Howlett, 3: 6,
Owen, 2;, Holmes, 0 :

~ Lymington

Winner and runner up in the 1981 Lymington Cup. Harold Cudmore stands at-the tiller and keeps a
clase eye on runner up Robin Morgan from the USA. Photo: Colin Jarman
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‘I possible again yesterday,
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.| eight . invited helmsmen

which has béen beset this

yeéar by profests . and

strong winds.

The weathgr cut short the
proposed second meeting of the
on
Saturday and with no raﬂ;g'g
he
event was decided on one round.

This gave Cudmore victory
with six.wins in seven races, his
only defeat being at the hands
of Olympic yachtsman David
Howlett, who also won a protest
hearing against Cudmore, follow-
ing a pre-start collision.

ifn a series supported princi-
pally by Long Lifé Ind Coope
and North Sails, protests sadly
ovérshadowed some otherwise
excellent match-racing,

According to - Cudmpré, who
has the questionable distinction
of being the, only yachtsiman in
the %i‘itish Isles to have been
blacklisted by the United Nations
for sporting links with South
Africa, the problem stems frot
an inadequate knowledge of the

rules: e
- Claim of ufifair f

His oppenents, some of whom !
were petitioning agdinst Cud- |

more, clainéd what amounts to |
unfair = tactics. Though unfor- |

tunately limiting the action, the
weather did at least put a stop
to_further acrimony. :

, The Royal Lymington — eager
to continue with the series des-

1 believe the class should aceept

increasing in the  America’s Cup,
‘it will be a pity C

pite the préblems—will have to
decide the protests issue. - They
will be ghd that some represén-
tatives of the Offshore One
Désign 34s uséd for the racing

responsibility for providing the

boats.
With British interest
) : if theé LyMington
gvent—which provides ‘the best
match-racing preparations—were |
to be dropped.
. Cudmore, with aspitations for
the Victory' Challenge for the
America’s Cup in 1983, this year :
-‘ﬁot the better of former Liop. |
eart skippers John Oakeley and
La&\‘rlrklc Smith.
R. nvléf-‘ﬁgrlTL}Us,)q.' J(:."%';rﬁrﬁe.\? e
G. Linley 4, 4;. D. Howlett,. L.

2:
Smith 3." equal '5; E.  Warden :
2, 7 M. Holmes O 8. Owen
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Cudmore survives
" \gales. & protests

By TONY FAIRCHILD
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By John Nicholls

more, the

races for the Royal
Cup,
when

the series continued

‘water, scorin

John Oakeley and Harold Cud-
two highest placed
helmsmen after Thursday’s match
3 Lymington
continued to set the pace
in
Christchurch Bay yesterday. Qak-
eley had the better results on the
v four wins in his
five races against Cudmore’s three
wins, but as usual the Irishman is

FIAROLD CUDMORE, the victor in 1978 and last.

.~ year, was yesterddy confirmhed winner for the |!
third time of the Lymingiéon Cu
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p matchrace series

) five wins,

He needs to win only one of his
protests to take an overall lead on

points and since

Lol 1€ 5%

- Cudmore in protests again

Cudmore. The first was  against
the American entry, Robin
Morgan, where Cudmore got the
better of the start and covered
his ‘opponent relentlessly, tack for
tack, every minute or so up the
windward leg. Cudmore held on
to win, but then surprisingly lost
to Lawrie Smith, who outsmarted
him on the downwind leg. This
race, however, is one of those
subject to protest.

involved in protests, which could
; lmprove his score to four or even

weekend providin,
tunities for racin,

he won all four has been started,

of his protests on Thursda the i

chances are that his impxye’ssive S, ol

knowledge and use of the racing well decide the

rules will again starid him in good the trophy.

Stead. A RESULTS (Suhect
Thére were two outstanding Qakeley and H

races yesterday

both involving

Yachting

By John Nicholls

Harold Cudmore, of Ireland,
won the Royal Lymington Cup for
match racing in a disappointingly
curtailed- series: at Lymington yes-
terday. A second series of races,
which began on Friday afternoon,

T
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Cudmore leaves nothing to:
chance at Lymington = .

part in the Royal Ocean Racing
Club’s offshore race for the De
Guingand Bowl during ‘the week:
end. Tt began in brisk conditions
on Friday evening and the first
boats finished late on Saturday

In between, they experienced :a
variety of wind strengths, though

was never completed, so the ! VALY ; : )
results of the first Series, on it Wwas never light, and:two bOa::i
Thursday and Friday morning, Caiman and Quailo, were dismast .
were used to determine the cham. .off Cherbourg. Bothd r?turqee
pionship. Strong winds prevented ;‘:)f‘ilg’r to theé Solent under: engin
d Saturda ¢ 5 ; RS 2y
;nn(:lre i}}:l:ea fsv“e'r?ceéo‘,’,'é ;{’ 313; The provisional results indicate
yesterday. a win on.corrected time for the

Borrowed boats of the OOD 34
class were used for the event and
the organizers: weré understand-
ably wary of putting them at risk,
So, although fewer races were
sailed 'than “originally planned,
each of the eight helmsmen sailed
agaitist,_each of the others at least

~once. At the end of it all Cudmore

proved for the second year in
succession that he has few equals

class three boat, Rakau (G. Low-
son and B. Ferris), followed: by
Dragon (B. Saffery Cooper) ;
Nadia (R. Matthews), both frogm
class two. However, some yachts
are <claiming® compensation. fqr
time spent standing by’ one .or
other of the two disabled boats:
If Loujaine (Sir M. Laing) is suc:
cessful with her appeal she could
overtake all who finished ‘ahead -

at this specialised form of racing. of her on corrected time. e
He had an overwhelming advan- ROYAL LYMINGTON CUP:

i 3 3 Cudmore, 6 pts:; 2, R Morgan (U
tage in two vital areafs_. lf«‘lrst, his Sy akley BT 4, (l; (Tm\%e
knowledge and use .of the racing L Smith. 3: 6. D Howiett, 3.

i AND BOWL: Class
rules turned defeat on thy water . DS SEGOEANG GOV GRS
into .victory in_the protest room 2, veoman XXI ( isher). 27:4
11 e i 2 3. Blizzard (E Juer). 28:24.31.
in a couple of important races. A A han (B S atreny oroteRy.
Second, he had a superb crew to 26:58.15; 3% [“Na fia ((gi hg:“ltlae‘wsr/’
-hi 7:03.08: 3, Loujaine r ing).»
help -him on his boat. In short, he %7:(1)8'0%1355 i 11 R A AT
left nothing to chance, an attltlll)de and B, Ferris), 26:51.57:02.2%015%{:-0?
which ' gained him respect but the Blue (A 'Thomas). '27:25.57:
little affection from some of his $k¥flash (RAF) 272719  Class
less aggressive compefitors. &rarl\‘c‘f;l. 2%:1};3“.339); 2-29"."5“’3-‘59? s O
The same .rou'gh weathex: that Q\fsrpicluh (I. Templeman), 29:01.56,
affected racing ° at° Lymington Ciass 5: 1. Ossian (P Ratzel. France)
] i was also :06.52: 2, Olivia Anne (R Hawkes),

(where club racing
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Can-
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Oakeley had a relatively unevent-
ful day, keeping out of trouble
and losing to Morgan. With the
g further oppor-
8, a second series
so Oakeley and
1 meet each other
again today in a race which could
outright winner of

Cu e,
Howlett, R Maruandh;tr’\rd
wins; G Tinley, 4 wins..



