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A hero
back
at the
helm

By Barry Pickthall
While Chris Law and Eddie

old Cudmore's mantle at the
Lymi Cup match-race
championship this week, the
Irish maestro is girding him-
self for a head-to-head series
Down Under this weekend
nq,ainsl the America's Cup-
winning helmsman, John
| Bertrand.

The Australian hero is step-
ping out of retirement to take
the helm of South Australia
and add much-needed talent to
tllerg“:‘:“.‘llftrnIian|| )mc'l:‘:e‘:l
afte ., who have
struggling against Crusader in
the continuing tuning (rials
between the two 12 metres this
month off Fremantle. Graham
Walker, the British syndicate
head, is in Perth to watch the
action and will be staying on to
see Crusader 11 arrive from
England next week.

Canada’s Trne North syndi-
cate are dead. Last-minnte
pians to amalgamate the Hali-
fax-based group with their
rivals from the Secret Cove
Yacht Club were killed by the
threat of legal action by the
Royal Perth Yacht Club, who
control the deed of gift govern-
ing the America’s Cup, and the
views of Bruce Kirby, the
Canada I designer, who said
that all his yacht needs are two
winches, 2 bowmsn and a
Windex!

Jobson’s new [i(ob
breaks the lin

Gary Jobsan, tbe veteran
America’s Cup tactician who
first made a name for himself
sailing with Ted Turmer ou
Courageous during the swc-
cessful 1976 defence, has re-
signed from the Buddy
Nf:lges-led Heart of America
campaign just as their Chica-
go-based beat, launched this
week, is about to commeuce
trials off Newport against the
New York Yacht Club’s Amer-
ica Il

Warden-Owen battle it out in
their attempt to assume Har- -

Jobson, who is also compet-
ing this week in the Lymin
Cup, found that his direct link
with one American syndicate
was hampering his work as a
television commentator on cup
matters for the American
ESPN channel.

Freed from these ties,
Jobson's first task as a foll-
time reporter was to travel to
Honoluolu last week to sail with
Dennis Conner. He was able to
quash rumours that the Sail
America group had run short
of funds.

On arrival in Lymingion
this week Jobson was able to
report that the man who
appears on teievision commer-
cials in Australia saying “re-
member me, 1I'm the man that
lost the America’s Cup™ is
hungry, well organized and
has all the money he needs.
The latest to sign up with
Conner is Budweiser with a $2
million cash injection which
will easlly cover the buildin
programme for his fonrth 1
meire under constroction.

SFace ship secret
of the sailcloth

The second Gary Muil de-
sign built for the St Francis
Yacht Club’s problem-ridden
Golden Gate challenge this
year is being trucked across
America from its East Coast
builder but not before being
cat in half *for minor
modifications™ te have an
eighl-inch fillet added amid-
ships after a mix-op over
design details.

By all accounts, club mem-
bers who have had to watch
with increasing irritancy the
pathetic performance of their
first boat. USA, launched in
February in trials against the
six-year-old Clipper, are not
amuosed. One acid remark
overheard iu the St Francis
bar last week wus “designed
by computer, bnilt by r;ﬂls
and sailed by morons®.

After the soccess of the
Briand-designed French Kiss
at the recent world champion-
ship off Fremantle the Austra-
lian designer. Beu Lexcen, has
drawn np bis interpretation of
her lines for testing at the Ship
Model Basin in The Nether-
lands. The results indicate
that the French have not made
a breakthrough in design and
this has led cen (o take &
closer look at the Fregpch
yacht's radical rig wifly its
excessive rake. s

One aspect that he might do
well to investigate is the origin
of the distinctive French zail-
cloth developed-originally for a
joint Russian-French space

probe to Venus.

This mr&?ﬁhip was even-
tually disbanded but mot be-
fore the French Space Agency
had developed the necessary
material and tooling to pro-
duce the cloth in bulk, which
might well Bave been scrapped
had one restarcher not been a
keen boardsailor who saw
am#:er ‘ ibility for the
cloth, B y enough, this
mudti- material re-
mains a y gnarded secret
unavailable o syndicates out-
side France.
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Pater- lsier lleﬂ) and his crqw aboord '.qﬂ

aby at

Lymington. He wos the eventual winner of the
abbrawated series.

Isler wins series

after protest

By TONY FAIRCHIILD
THF. BREEZES which beset the start of the Westerly vaal
Lyvmingion Cu‘r teserted the series and prevented it from

ruinmng its ful
finally decided by a protest.
The eventual winner was
g&lfer lslcr of the United
es, whose protest inst
Chh’sml‘.!i’ 3[ ofi Ne lZigillgé“and
resy, e disqualification
of his nival with the result that
Isler added the Bniish match-
race itle to those he had previ-
ously won-m quuda and New
Zealand.

semi-final

and lsler generallv the shdrper
of the 10 nvited helmsmen
| probably an equntable result.

No racing was possible m

| terday until shortly after 1
WIien the hght southerly filled
in 1o allow the Roval Lyming-
ton’s stoical race commitiee to
~run the final two heats of the
mine preliminary rounds.

The incident resulting in the

pmtesl occurred in the first |

meeting of the day, between
Isler and Dickson, as their
vachts approached the leeward
mark with spinnakers set. §

IJsler was a tly ahea
and jvbed, and ¥ ickson held his
course. The protest committee
deliberated lgr

eir decision.

hour last
smsouned e

nmsal than s Ils\{act b
T e
io be
won B | e

scheduled course yeslefdhy ivﬁh 1he result

Isler had.

'ﬂ[é prelimi-
narv rounds ven wins,
;Dllr others, ch'kmn., 1he iwo

ritons,
and G B ot kden |
Pelaschier, of ltaly were equal |
second with six wins apiece.
Not only was there the protest
1o seitle but the naihm jﬁrlhe
semn-ﬂnals LA |

There was, 1l . a ﬂ);éal

bonus of a clash be

fa eanenandLéW 1 |wo
tsmen vving for the role

or helmsman ‘under ski lgper

Harold Cudmore on the Bntish |

‘12-metre for the Amenica’s Cup

preliminaries hemnmntm Free-

'mantle in October,

Warden Owen, mnne s&gvmﬂth«e

French match

week, got the ven:hc( . After an

.meonduswe start he got away

for mt %nd&m':

on fa a pq.mnab,lgmm i
mcm“?ﬁ& g A
Ilﬂm! M

" g uim"f&'x aﬂmﬁémm

l.:w mhfm Mntmﬂgi

‘Pelaschier b

i'..l_la

more than an|
“Gli‘":,;g.?ﬁew they | 5






