
Over the years I’ve had the 
opportunity to sail in Youth 
Week in the Bronze, Silver, 

Gold and of course… the SCOW fl eet! 
But this year was very diff erent, taking 
on the role of SCOW Coach I had the 
opportunity to witness the fi ve days of 
meticulously controlled madness from 
the comfort of a safety boat 

As a sailor, it’s very easy to assume that it all 

just happens… It’s a luxury, strolling down 

the Club pontoon to fi nd your Oppie there 

ready and waiting for you to jump in and 

sail  And this is of course pays tribute to 

the mass army of volunteers who turn out 

year after year, slicing sandwiches, driving 

RIBs, comforting sailors who have just ‘had 

enough’ or managing the overall running 

of the event  It’s amazing, looking at those 

characters who are here, year after year, 

many of their children are long gone, yet 

they still return 

Charlotte and I were excited as the week 

began, although aware that we were 

being watched very carefully… and GCSE 

results day was looming  I’m sure a few 

were naturally uncertain about the idea of 

us ‘youngsters’ being let loose in a RIB, and 

along with James and Amelia (who were 

in the SCOW fl eet mark-laying boat), we 

were warned!

Coaching the SCOWs was brilliant, we 

had the chance of getting in really close 

to the action (maybe a bit too close at 

one leeward mark) and enjoying the 

racing, while giving those sailors who 

were further back a little encouragement  

Overall, the racing was close, competitive 

and action-packed, and it was great to 

see the younger helms work their way up 

the fl eet as the week went on  As ever, the 

SCOW fl eet was not without protests, but 

these provided the opportunity for all the 

sailors to learn a lot about the rules in a 

supportive environment (and kept Fran 

and the rest of the SCOW race committee 

on their toes!)

There wasn’t a single moment throughout 

the week when I regretted volunteering  

Of course, there will always be those 

moments when the mere thought of a 

lost water bottle seems exciting, let alone 

a capsize! But we learnt a lot, and seeing 

the ins and outs of this amazing event 

was certainly eye-opening  The weather 

conditions were perfect this year  Although 

the week began with little breeze, it soon 

fi lled in and by the end of the event all the 

classes had sailed every day 

My Youth Week 
Ollie Tait
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Seeing Youth Week from an entirely 

different perspective meant that I noticed 

things which, as a sailor, I would have not 

even considered before. The daily safety 

briefings allowed the ESO (Andrew Eady) 

to entertain all of the helpers with a story 

from the previous day, this often ended 

up leaving one helper humiliated, having 

received an award for their hilarious 

mistakes. And of course, who could forget 

rocky road Thursday - the day the whole 

safety boat fleet were treated to some 

of Andrew Eady’s highly calorific and 

delicious rocky road?

Another question a sailor may ask is: ‘Who 

on earth is Bridge?!’… this was certainly 

a question I asked. However, from day 

one, as the reassuring voice of Jane Clegg 

echoed out over the fleet of RIBs it all 

became clear. ‘Bridge’ has the crucial role 

of keeping Youth Week ticking. From the 

confines of a small room on the ground 

floor of the Club building she logs RIBs 

in and out, keeps track of sailors who 

(for whatever reason) are no longer with 

their boats, updates the boats afloat with 

news from ashore, provides support in 

emergency situations… the list is endless.

I could go on: volunteers preparing/

delivering/fuelling RIBs, driving committee 

boats and mother ships, stocking the 

tuck shop, fixing broken boats, recording 

results… the fact is that there are so 

many crucial parts that come together 

to construct the colossal machine that is 

Youth Week, that I took for granted before. 

And I now appreciate what goes into 

bringing it all together.

Driving a RIB this year (the trusty Tom 

Thumb) and coaching the SCOW fleet 

provided a rewarding week of fun. I would 

thoroughly recommend that if any other 

16 or 17 year olds who have enjoyed this 

special event in the past would like to 

give something back or get involved, do 

it! Of course, you can keep participating 

in Youth Week till the age of 18, but if you 

do want to try something different, and 

see the event from an entirely different 

perspective… volunteer, you’ll be very 

welcome. That said, to help in this way 

you will need qualifications (and the boat 

handling skills). Over the last few years, 

the Club has been promoting RIB driving 

a great deal more, to younger age groups. 

You can learn to drive a RIB at Wednesday 

Junior Sailing, you can take a Powerboat 

Level 2 course over a weekend, or you can 

get involved with the new RIB Club.

I was lucky enough, for the past four 

years, to be a member of the RLymYC RIB 

Challenge team. Although I certainly was 

never national champion, this initiative 

taught me a great deal about how to 

handle a boat competently at all speeds, 

perform rescues and acquire all the 

important seamanship skills involved in 

providing safety cover for an event like 

Youth Week.

I’d like to thank, on behalf of all the sailors, 

those who make Youth Week happen.

Shireen Crowe does a huge amount 

of work up to and during the event 

organising socials, organizing the shore 

side and generally keeping everything 

running smoothly.

Andrew Eady, for whom we have come up 

with many names… most of which aren’t 

suitable for this magazine, coordinates 

the entire safety fleet for the event - a 

mammoth task. And finally Jenny Wilson, 

without whom, it just wouldn’t happen.

As ever, Youth Week showed the Club at 

its best. For over 150 young sailors it 

provided a week of madness, laughs, 

water fights, competitive close racing 

and happy memories.
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Social Report

LADIES LUNCH
Guests were greeted with a glass of 

champagne, and the tables in the Island 

Room were decorated with the theme 

of “Forest in Autumn”. This reflected the 

talk given by our Speaker, Sue Randall, a 

Volunteer Forest Ranger. 

Sue told us that she had been one of a 

team of six Volunteer Forest Rangers for six 

years, and using some outstanding colour 

slides, she illustrated her tasks and duties. 

She described the Forest’s workings, 

ownership, management and flora and 

fauna and how it serves the Commoners.

Sue said that the patrols are the eyes 

and ears of the forest checking for storm 

damage and all other safety issues. It was 

sad to learn that £300, 000 each year is 

spent on clearing up after ‘fly-tippers’.

LAYING UP PARTY
The sailing tradition of ‘Laying Up’ was 

celebrated at a superb Caribbean Night. 

100 Members appeared in an amazing 

array of Caribbean shirts, shorts, flip-flops, 

and straw hats. There was even a pirate 

complete with parrot. The steel band, 

Hurricane Force, were asked to select 

the best dressed and best dancers from 

the floor. The competition was keen with 

Suzanne Wiggins and John Thunhurst 

taking the prizes. The success of the event 

was such that it proved challenging to 

bring the evening to a close.

THE SUMMER 
BALL 
The Club house was decorated with 

twinkling fairy lights and dressed in flag 

bunting. It was a pleasure to welcome 

several new Club members to their first 

major social night.

The red, yellow and blue colours of the 

table settings perfectly matched the 

French, Moroccan and Spanish themes of 

the buffet. Thank you to our sponsors – 

Spencers of the New Forest, Dubarray of 

Ireland and Harken.

The Galley team excelled with the creation 

of a magnificently displayed fish bar as 

well as Moroccan Tagine, French Boeuf 

Bourguignon and Spanish Paella. The 

dessert station had delicacies to tempt all 

tastes. There was time for guests to admire 

the wonderfully creative ‘food art’ before 

dinner. Music, from the FM Party Band, 

filtered through from the marquee that 

covered the balcony. Following dinner 

those who still had energy after a day on 

the water took to the floor and danced 

the night away.

FRENCH NIGHT 
The River Room, with tables decorated in 

the colours of the Tricolour French flag, 

attracted some 60 diners for a choice feast 

of French cuisine. Many had decided to 

dress in matching blue, red and white 

and some sported French-style striped 

sweaters. 

The menu was another dining success for 

the Club Galley staff. Moules Mariniere, 

Pate de Canard or Champignon Portabella 

au Fromage was followed by Poulet a la 

Provencal, Filet de Porc Normandie, Steak 

Frites or Bouillabase – several extra bowls 

of frites left the kitchen too. Then for those 

who wanted dessert there was a choice of 

Tarte au Citron or Petit Pot au Chocolat.

GREEK FOOD 
THEME 
 Although the European parliament was 

struggling to sort out the finances of 

Greece the Galley at the Yacht Club was 

fully prepared to fly he Greek flag offering 

members an ambitious menu of traditional 

Greek food. More than 70 were welcomed 

into the River Room to tables dressed in 

smart blue and whit. Many opted for the 

mouth-watering starter platter for two, 

though deep fried Calamari was also 

popular. 

The appetizing main courses included 

Moussaka, Lamb Kofta Kebab, Chicken 

Souvlaki, Beef Stifado and Roasted White 

Fish – there really was something for 

everyone.

For those who could manage to eat a 

dessert there was the classic Greek Baklava 

– filo pastry leaves with nuts, all soaked in 

honey and accompanied by ice cream.
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THE ROYAL LYMINGTON YACHT CLUB

THE ROYAL LYMINGTON YACHT CLUB

Extracts from bulletin 1964 by L’Agneau. Commodore P.J.B. Perkins

The outstanding success 
of the year was that we 
were placed second in the 

Royal Ocean Racing Club Points 
Championship. Otherwise, it has 
not been much of a season. Summer 
came rather late and the best period 
of pleasant, settled weather was in 
October. 

Your Committee have had to keep a keen 
eye on expenditure this year. We fi nished 
last year with the coffers denuded of ready 
cash and, after providing the new pontoon 
and a new deep freeze; we are likely to 
fi nish this year in much the same state. 
The pontoon was a “must” to relieve the 
congestion and the deep freeze was down 
for renewal in 1966 but failed to last the 
course. The Honorary Treasurer is not 
alarmed but, if we are to work up a reserve 
in order to allow us to embark on further 
improvements, we may have to look round 
for some other source of additional income. 
Debentures, for capital expenditure, higher 
subscriptions and fruit machines are all 
under consideration. 

On August 29th, a young couple lost their 
lives when sailing a dinghy in The Solent, 
in spite of the fact that their capsize was 
seen by a number of people ashore and 
afl oat, that the authorities were alerted, the 
R.N.L.I. Inshore Rescue Boat went out but 
had to return on account of the weather 
conditions, the Yarmouth Lifeboat went 
out, a helicopter from Thorney Island was 
airborne and the dinghy with the crew 
clinging to it was seen and approached by 
two yachts which endeavoured to take the 
crew off. This happened on a day when 
the weather was not particularly bad it 
was, in fact, the second day of our Annual 
Regatta when our dinghy classes were 
racing in The Solent. In addition there have 
been a number of near misses during the 
past season when the crews of capsized 
dinghies in the West Solent have been 

rescued by pure chance of passing craft. 
But for the purely fortuitous presence of 
these craft (in one case a submarine) other 
fatalities might well have occurred. 

Yacht Tenders: 
The new pontoon has been fully used 
and has done much to reduce congestion. 
Nevertheless there is still a tendency for 
the majority of tenders to be concentrated 
at the outer ends of the pontoons, thus 
causing congestion there and blocking 
access to the inner ends, where there 
is often ample space to spare. The co-
operation of members is sought in avoiding 
this inconvenience. 

Cruising: 
The miserable weather must have 
disheartened the cruising enthusiasts. Not 
a single log was submitted for the Cadiz 
Cup. However, two of the Flag Offi cers 
set a good example. The Commodore was 
away for ten weeks in Tamarack and spent 
a considerable time in Danish waters and 
had a lot of fun in the Dutch and German 
canals. The weather, he reports, was no 
better there. Rear Commodore Bowen in 
Pomerol did an extensive cruise in Dutch 
waters. 

Dinghy Racing: 
As in last year’s Bulletin, we are able to 
report successes in open or international 
racing of some of our dinghy helmsmen. 

Richard Creagh-Osborne who got his old 
Finn down from the shelf for the Autumn 
Trophy Meeting again defeated our 
National Olympic representative. 

Stuart Jardine, who has now won the 
British Flying Dutchman Championship 
more often than anyone else, won so many 
races at the Poole Bay Olympic Association 
Week to make sure of this year’s title, that 
he was able to get away before the end 
of the series to take the helm of Ilex, the 
R.E.Y.C. yacht, in the British team in the 

One Ton Cup series. Later he won the 
Inter-Services Gold Cup, which his brother 
Adrian had won the two previous years. 

The most lucrative annual prizes for 
young members of the Club are those of 
the “Peter Andreae” Competition. This 
year’s event was saddened by the news of 
the death of the donor, Herman Andreae, 
a Life Member of the Club. In memory 
of his son, Peter, who was lost at sea in a 
yachting accident before the First World 
War, he presented a sum of money, the 
dividends from which were to form the 
annual prize for a competition amongst 
members under twenty-one years of age. 
This year’s competition was won by Peter 
McDonald with Peter Rowan second, and 
Malcolm Tew third. 

Social Occasion: 
Once again the Regatta Ball was a 
huge success. Next year, by a slight re- 
arrangement, we hope to have more tables 
in the marquee. 

As a new venture, it is intended to hold 
Club Evenings for the benefi t of new 
members and the fi rst of these is scheduled 
for December 11th. 
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CLUB SPONSORS
We would like to thank all of these companies who have been proud to support us this year



SERVING THE LYMINGTON YACHTING 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS

It’s a long time since Jeremy Rogers started building boats in Lymington. Although he was trained as 
a traditional wooden boat builder, Jeremy was always forward thinking and innovative and quickly 
realised the potential of building in GRP. His adaptation of the Folkboat brought us one of the fi rst 

production boats in the shape of the Contessa 26. Soon after followed the Contessa 32 along with a string of
one-off racing boats as well as production boats such as the Contessa 35, the 39 and the 43, designed to 
win prestigious race series like the One Ton Cup and the Admiral’s Cup. The rest, as they say, is history.

These days, the Jeremy Rogers’ yard is to be found at the Lymington Yacht Haven and, still a family 
affair, is run by Jeremy’s son Kit. Here, the highly skilled team of craftsmen and engineers carry out 
refurbishments of all boats, power and sail and still build new Contessa 32s. Come and talk to us today 
about your project – you’ll be in good hands.

 Come and visit our friendly and expert team in the Lymington Yacht Haven

T: 01590 646780  E: mail@jeremyrogers.co.uk
www.jeremyrogers.co.uk  www.atlascarbonproducts.com

First CO26, leaves Gosport Street yard, 1966



Why lift your boat at Berthon?
As well as any essential work that you book with us, we will also perform a 

FREE 44 POINT CHECK of your boat to ensure that everything is in top working order.

call or email us now to talk through your requirements  
(quoting ref: RL16), and we will be happy to help.

BERTHON - 210 x 297mm +3mm bleed        ROYAL LYMINGTON YACHT CLUB

Follow us on Twitter and Like us on Facebook @BerthonGroupSYNONYMOUS WITH YACHTING SINCE 1877

The Shipyard, Bath Road, Lymington, Hampshire SO41 3YL Phone 44 (0) 1590 673312   Email enquiries@berthon.co.uk

www.berthon.co.uk


